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Global Learning Award 2006
The Global Centre

The Global Centre has won the 2006 Global Learning Award for community educational opportunities
on global citizenship through a programme of evening meetings on development issues, and though the
weekly ‘World at Lunch’ discussion group.

The Global Learning Award gives recognition to adult learning in England that embraces global issues
and engages learners in an active understanding of their roles as global citizens. Inclusion of the global
dimension to learning inspires people to develop the knowledge, skills and values for active participation
in a global society.

The Award is sponsored by the British Council, the Co-operative College, the Department for Education
and Skills’ International Education Week, the Development Education Association (DEA), the University
and College Union, the National Institute of Adult Continuing Education (NIACE) and the Workers’
Educational Association (WEA) and seeks to showcase examples of good practice in the integration of
global perspectives in adult learning.

The Award comes at a time when the Global Centre is gaining a growing reputation as a place where
learners can engage with global issues and learn about ways in which they can become actively involved
as responsible global citizens. In one participant’s view:

‘...I feel the Global Centre is such a valuable resource for community and global action. People come
across information from so many different directions and you don’t know how this information is going to
affect them. If centres like this are available they can help change and stretch people’s thinking, which is
vitally important in a world which is becoming so globalised and so imbalanced. We have to begin
thinking like a global community as so many different forces affect us all.’

Doug Bourn, Director of the DEA, praised the project. “Key to building awareness and understanding of
development is giving people the space and opportunities to discuss and learn about how global issues
relate to their everyday lives and personal experiences. The work of Devon Development Education®
Global Centre provides this through a supportive learning environment and is therefore an excellent
example of community based development education practice.”

The Award Ceremony was held in London on 15" November and Beverley Naidoo, award-winning
author, presented the Global Learning Award to Sue Errington, coordinator of the Global Centre and
Ghee Bowen, project worker.




