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Holding hands across the 
world: Community Cohesion for 
the Early Years 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Jane Habermehl, Early years trainer from Devon 
Development Education is offering pre-schools in Devon a 
chance to forge a link with a Pre-school in Kwa-Zulu-Natal 
with the help of her Persona doll. 
 
 
Persona dolls are extensively used in Early Years settings to 
help children express their views and explore issues of diversity 
in a group setting. Their use is well researched and has proved 
extremely positive in helping children to understand and discuss 
culture and diversity and is particularly used in areas where 
children have little exposure to children of different cultures. The 
dolls are life sized and soft bodied and are introduced as 
visitors or friends to the children. They have a unique identity 
and persona which is built upon and used to build scenarios 
which involve the children’s comments, suggestions and 
problem solving.  
 
Jane stresses the importance of not using the doll as a toy and 
of introducing the concept to parents who pick up on children’s 
comments at home and are able to continue discussion. 
 
Free training if you make a link 
If you would like to make a link to a pre-school you can take up 
the offer of FREE PERSONA DOLL training and advice and 
support for your link. 
You will commit to buying your own Persona Doll and 
committing your Early Years community to the friendship. 
 
 Please contact Jane if you are interested: 
 
janehabermehl@globalcentredevon.org.uk 

 
 
 Lindiwe, a dual heritage Persona doll has been 

making friends with nursery children from Saplings 
nursery at Bicton Agricultural College and has 
travelled to Kwa-Zulu-Natal, South Africa to 
introduce herself and her new friends to pre-school 
children in a rural village there. 
 
Join the linking project with your  
pre-school or nursery. 
 
 


