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without water on site?
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Activity ideas
Water Quiz

How much do you know about water? Try this quiz with the class.

1. How much water does it take, on average, to
have a bath?
a) 50 litres
b) 80 litres
c) 100 litres

5. How much water on average does a
European use each day?
a) 20 litres
b) 200 litres
c) 2000 litres

2. How many children die every day from diseases
caused by dirty water and poor sanitation?
a) 40
b) 400
c) 4000

6. How much water a day does it take to flush a toilet?
a) 2.5 litres
b) 9.5 litres
c) 15.5 litres

3. What percentage of our brain tissue is water?
a) 8%
b) 58%
c) 85%
4. What percentage of the world’s water can we
drink?
a) 3%
b) 30% 		
c) 70%

7. How much water does it take to produce a
100 gram chocolate bar?
a) I litre
b) 10 litres
c) 100 litres

8. What proportion of each day do many women
and children in the developing world spend in
collecting water?
a) ¼ (6 hours)
b) ½ (12 hours)
c) ¾ (18 hours)

9. How much water does an average dishwasher
use in one cycle?
a) 5 litres
b) 15 litres
c) 25 litres

10. How many people in the world do not have
clean water near their homes?
a) 1.2 thousand
b) 1.2 million
c) 1.2 billion

Answers: 1b); 2c); 3c); 4a); 5b); 6b); 7a); 8a); 9b); 10c)
(Information from: Water Aid, Southwest Water)

Focus on water
The importance of water tanks

Invite the class to discuss why the Ugandan link schools need water tanks to store their school water supply.
(Answer: because there is no piped water in the rural areas.)

Ask the students to imagine what life would be like at school if they were not able to turn on a tap
whenever they wanted water or flush the toilet after using it.
Then ask them to work out how they might cope without a plentiful water supply.
Use the material available on the Stand Up 2011 posters and the global centre web site
(www.globalcentredevon.org.uk) to help with ideas.

Litres and
more litres

Invite the class to find as many different
containers as possible to hold one litre of
water. This could include several smaller
containers that together make up one
litre. Fill them all with water – to give a
wide picture of what one litre looks like.
This activity could be extended to include
arithmetical work on volume.
The average container used by a woman or
child in a developing country holds 20 litres.
Try to locate a 20 litre container and invite
individual children to attempt to carry it full.

Conduct a survey

Invite the class to investigate how much water is used by your school. Ask them to write up
their findings, including graphs, charts and diagrams, to show what they have discovered.
Remind the class that we all need water to remain healthy. Ask the students to identify any
places where water is being wasted and make some recommendations about how to prevent
this. Suggest that they present what they have discovered to the Head and Governors.
Here are some questions to get them started:
1. How many pupils are there in your school?
2. How many taps, toilets and other water sources are there?
3. How often are these different water sources used?
4. How much water is used each time?
5. Is water being wasted anywhere? If so, where and how much?
6. What suggestions can you make to stop water being wasted?
7. How can you present what you have discovered in an interesting way?
More ideas about how to carry out such a survey may be found on www.southwestwater.co.uk

Focus on composting toilets
Waterborne diseases

It has been discovered that just one gram of faeces can contain ten million viruses, one million bacteria, 1,000 parasite cysts and 100 parasite eggs!
Invite the children to choose one waterborne disease (such as diarrhoea, dysentery, typhoid, cholera, trachoma, scabies). Using the internet
(www.wateraid.co.uk has useful information without giving too much detail) or a library, to find out what they can about it. Ask them to answer the
questions: ‘Do any of these diseases occur in the UK? Why/why not?’
Then ask them to make illustrated notices to put in the school toilets reminding users to wash their hands.

A dramatic
debate

Allocate parts to different members of the class and
ask them to create a short play in which a Head
teacher meets with a group of parents to explain to
them why it would be good to build some composting
toilets for the school. Include some who agree with the
idea and some who disagree with it.
Further information about composting toilets may be
found in the material prepared for Stand Up 2010
(available on www.globalcentredevon.org.uk) and on
many internet sites. Enter ‘composting toilets’ into a
good search engine.

Two contrasting
pictures
Invite the class to look carefully at the Stand Up 2011
posters. Then ask them to draw two contrasting pictures:
one of a school that has no toilets, taps (tip taps),
washing facilities or water tank and one that has all
these items. Ask the children identify the differences
between the pictures, writing one sentence about
each to explain their importance for a healthy life.

Showing the benefits
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Invite the class to study the information on the Stand Up 2011 posters and
make a list of all the ways in which the pupils in the link schools in Uganda
have benefited from the Stand Up fundraising. Ask them to choose one of
these areas and design their own poster to show why it is so important.
Make a class display of the posters so that everyone visiting your school
can see them.

Stand Up for Toilets and Clean Water is a fund-raising day initiated by staff at Devon County Council in 2009 when staff learnt that lack of decent toilets and drinking water on
rural primary school sites is preventing children completing their primary education. Primary education is free in Uganda and yet two thirds of children in Mubende District drop
out of school – and most of these are girls because of the lack of clean water and private toilets with washing facilities on school compounds.
In 2009 and 2010, £10,000 was raised and this has been used to repair, renovate and build rainwater tanks and toilets in rural primary schools. (The list of schools benefitting is
included on the Stand Up 2011 posters.)
Building work is carried out in partnership with Ugandan Directors of Education, using local builders, and groups of Ugandan and British volunteers through ‘New Build Uganda’,
www.thenewbuild.org.uk. Our Ugandan partner organisation Kulika Trust (Uganda), www.kulika.org, oversees the work and finances. ‘Stand Up’ is part of the work of Devon
Development Education, www.globalcentredevon.org.uk.

For more details or to make a donation to Stand Up please contact:
Devon Development Education, The Global Centre, Berkeley House, Dix’s Field, Exeter, EX1 1PZ. 01392 438811 dde@globalcentredevon.org.uk
www.globalcentredevon.org.uk

