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Introduction
The activities in this pack have been developed as part of the
Telling Our Stories, Finding Our Roots project: a community
heritage and oral history project supported by the National
Lottery Heritage Fund.
They are aimed at students in all Devon schools: across Devon,
Torbay and Plymouth LEAs. Equally, they may be of interest to
teachers outside the county as a resource to support teaching
around diversity.
The resources are principally designed for Key Stage 2 and Key
Stage 3, but could also be used further up and down the age
range with appropriate attention given to differentiation.
All activities fit within the National Curriculum for History,
in particular the local history study requirement. They also fit
within RE, Geography and Art.

Aims of this pack:
• 	To explore and celebrate Devon’s diverse, multicultural past and present.
• 	To offer children an alternative to historical narratives which present Devon as
wholly and always white, and to influence parents and teachers’ mindsets too.
• 	To build empathy among students for people from a range of different
backgrounds, ethnicities, languages and religions.
• 	To provide a set of resources that are local and specific, rather than national
and general.
• 	To support Devon’s Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic (BAME) and multicultural
communities by sharing histories and stories that build a sense of belonging.
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How to use this pack
The resource pack is split into 6 activities, all of which are suitable for KS2 or KS3.
For each activity, we have provided the following resources:
• Teacher’s lesson plan / overview
• Additional teacher resources (eg. powerpoints)
• S
 tudent resources (eg. cards to sort; answer sheets)
Each activity has been given a number (eg. Activity 1: Build a timeline).
All resources beginning with the same number belong together, as a Resource Family.
Within each resource family, each resource required for an activity has then been given
a letter.
For example: Resource 2 a) Hawkins powerpoint (Commemorate or Challenge activity).

Resource Family

Activity

Resources

1

Build a Timeline:
Devon’s Multicultural History

1
1
1
1

2

Commemorate or Challenge?
John Hawkins and the Slave Trade

2 a) Lesson Plan
2 b) Hawkins Powerpoint

3

Return or Retain? 		
Ganesh at the Museum

3
3
3
3
3

4

Crack the Code:
Comanche Codetalkers in Tiverton

4 a) Lesson Plan
4 b) Comanche Powerpoint
4 c) Vocabulary Sheet

5

Solve the Mystery: 		
The Polish Navy in Okehampton

5
5
5
5

a) Lesson Plan
b) Mystery Cards
c) Mystery Answers
d) Polish Powerpoint

Learn to Tag:
Jaz Rogers, Devon Graffiti Artist

6
6
6
6
6

a) Lesson Plan
b) Jaz Rogers Powerpoint
c) Jaz Rogers Video
d) Interview Transcript
e) How to Tag

6

a) Lesson Plan
b) Teacher’s Notes
c) Timeline Cards
d) Timeline Answers

a) Lesson Plan
b) Video Summary
c) Ganesh Powerpoint
d) Take a Stand Document
e) Colouring Picture
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Using the pack in the classroom

Delivery methods
•S
 ubject knowledge is not assumed. We have provided additional information and
signposted resources you can use to build your knowledge if you wish to.
•B
 ring out the human story to encourage engagement, empathy, understanding.
•A
 ll of the activities are plastic! Please bend and amend them to suit your class.

Length and delivery style
Each activity is approximately 40-60 mins long.
The activities could be delivered in several ways:
• As a stand-alone lesson.
• As a full series, eg. one a day or week.
• Broken down and used modularly, eg. in tutor time or as starters.
• To complement an existing scheme of work.
• As part of an off-timetable or Impact Day.
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Protecting pupils in the classroom
In diversity and anti-racism work in largely white classrooms, there is a risk
of putting pupils from minority backgrounds under the microscope. They may
feel embarrassed or that they / their identity have been highlighted against
their will.
We appreciate teachers don’t intend to hurt people. But sometimes there are
unintended consequences to good intentions.
Example: There was a story recently on the BBC about a girl from a
Jewish family who was put in front of the class and quizzed about how she
celebrated Passover, only to be told by the teacher that this was wrong.
The activities in this pack have been designed in many cases to encourage
empathy – but this isn’t always a simple or easy process. Be aware that stories
may throw up strong feelings among your students: grief, trauma, shame, guilt,
anger, resentment, confusion. Make time and space to share and hear feelings.
In order to avoid making those from minority backgrounds feel uncomfortable
or targeted, it is important to practice mindful attention to pupils’ wellbeing.
We advise one simple rule:
• Always prioritise the pupil(s) above the plan.
There are many ways to do this. You will know your individual students
and their needs best – but here are some suggestions:
• Inform and check in with the student and/or family beforehand.
•B
 e absolutely clear that you don’t expect them to be ‘an example’ or do
anything they don’t want to (eg. tell a story, show an object or speak about
their background).
•B
 e clear with yourself and the class about the intention of the activity: the
aim is to present diversity as something to be celebrated - not as a problem
or anomaly.
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Why does multicultural history matter?
All pupils, in Devon and beyond, deserve to be taught and to learn about stories and
histories of diversity. Devon has a deeply multicultural history, which should be known
and celebrated.
All young people should see themselves reflected in the history they learn – and be given
the opportunity to learn about those different from them. Stories of diversity are for
everyone in Devon: multicultural history is British history.
Racism is on the increase in Devon and elsewhere. Exeter synagogue was attacked in the
summer of 2018. Devon schools have reported an increase in racist incidents1. A broader,
more inclusive, more representative history can offer examples, encourage understanding
and provide tools to support adults and young people to reflect on and respond to
instances of racism if and when they occur.

Defining BAME and multicultural history
The Telling Our Stories project gathered personal stories and older histories from
a broad, inclusive category of people.
Our stories relate to Black people from Africa, the Caribbean and those born
in Britain; people from across Asia, including the Indian sub-continent and China;
the Middle East; the Americas and Oceania. There are also stories drawn from
across Europe, and stories about religious minorities, including Jews and Muslims.
We collected stories from first and second generation migrants, and stories
of ancestors.
Definitions can be tricky, and are never exhaustive or final. In the context of Telling
Our Stories, we have worked with this broadened definition of the term BAME:
Members of Black, Asian and minority ethnic groups, migrants from anywhere in
the world, and British people with heritage from other countries, cultures or faiths.
In terms of duration, multicultural history in Britain reaches back 2,000 years to
Roman times. However, older histories of diversity, global connections, or cultural
meetings are often not known, recognised, or given an equal platform with other
dominant historical narratives, which foreground white Anglo-Saxon characters
and events. The aim of this pack is therefore to bring out the length as well as the
breadth of Devon’s diversity.
1

Kate O’Neill’s presentation at a Babcock conference reported a jump from 69 incidents in 2016-17 to 126 in 2019-20.
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Some statistics: just how white is Devon?
The census only started to record ethnicity in 1991. Before that, it’s largely
guesswork. We do know – from Henry VIII’s Military Survey of 1522 - that
5% of Exeter’s adult male population was classed as aliens, an historical term
referring to those born outside of England. People often find this statistic
surprising. The survey also contained the first record of a Black man in Exeter:
Peter Blackmore.
The twentieth century saw waves of migration which are better known, and
people who appeared visibly different began to be seen in greater numbers in
Devon. The 1991 census recorded just 3850 people who weren’t white: 0.6%2.
Ten years later, that number had doubled. In 2011, just under 95% of the
Devon population declared themselves to be White British, with 2.5% White
Other and 2.6% BAME3. In Exeter, the figures were 93% White (including 4.8%
White Other) and 7% BAME. Overall, we can see a steady increase in the ethnic
minority population over the last 30 years (from under 4,000 to over 18,000)
and a corresponding increase in white people from outside of Britain. We can
expect a similar increase in the 2021 census.
It is vital that the history we teach keeps up with and reflects demographic change.

Further information
External delivery and additional support
Impact Days and external delivery
Devon Development Education works regularly in schools across Devon. We have
a team of trained learning facilitators available to deliver the Telling Our Stories
learning programme as either an off-timetable day or through weekly sessions.
We also offer bespoke sessions, off-timetable and Impact Days and programmes
of work focused on cultural awareness, diversity, and anti-racism. Please see below.

Multi-Ethnic Devon: a Rural Handbook (DREC).
www.devon.gov.uk/factsandfigures/the-people/ethnicity/ and www.devon.gov.uk/equality/performance-and-monitoring/equalityinformation/protected-characteristics

2
3
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Youth Cultural Champions programme
This programme supports young people from minority backgrounds to become
‘cultural champions’, through a tailored process of training, mentoring and sharing.
In a safe and inclusive space, Youth Cultural Champions learn to think and speak
comfortably and confidently about their own background and identity.
In turn, many go on to deliver training within the school and beyond about
diversity - a process which often boosts their self-esteem.

Cultural Champions
A Cultural Champion is a Devon resident from another culture or religion, who
comes into the classroom (or other space) to give pupils an authentic, personal
view and lived experience of their culture. In this way, Devon children and Devon
adults can learn about the variety of cultures and people that live in the county,
broadening their minds and breaking down barriers.
Schools can book a one-off visit; a day in which the Cultural Champion visits
more than one class; or a series, with different Cultural Champions visiting each
week, month or term.

To find out more
Please contact us if you are interested in booking a programme or session,
or to find out more.
dde@globalcentredevon.org.uk
www.globalcentredevon.org.uk
01392 438811

Feedback
We welcome feedback. It helps us improve the activities for others.
Please share your comments and feedback on the activities in this pack.
You can download and fill in the Teacher’s Feedback Form, and send it back to
us at dde@globalcentredevon.org.uk.
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