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St Lucia, Windward Islands
Agriculture 

Agriculture accounts for 3% of GDP but for 22% of the labour force. Bananas are 40% of the exported commodities with clothing, cocoa, avocados, mangoes, and coconut oil. 

The banana industry in the Windward Islands lost preferred access status to the UK in 1997 causing a reduction in price and market share from 45% in 1992 to less than 9% in 2009.  The government believes its privatisation in the late 1990s helped save the industry whose exports were up 3% for the first part of 2013. The industry was affected by Hurricane Dean in 2007 and was devastated by Hurricane Tomas in 2010 which killed 14 people and caused damage valued at $1.3billion XCD ($500 million USD).  There is also competition from Latin America and West Africa.  Of the 4,000 remaining banana growers in the Windward Islands approximately 3,400 are members of the 48 Fairtrade groups across Dominica, St Lucia and St Vincent. 

Culture

Two traditional festivals, La Woz ("The Rose") and La Magwit ("The Marguerite") are celebrated together with Creole Day and an annual Jazz Festival. Music includes traditional folk, other Caribbean styles and zouk or carnival music. Cricket is traditionally the main sport although football and basketball are increasingly popular. 

The cuisine is a unique blend of West African, European (mainly British and French) and East Indian with green banana and saltfish the traditional dish; curry is very popular. Newspapers include The Voice (daily: http://www.thevoiceslu.com/) and The Star (weekly: http://stluciastar.com/). 

Education

Education is free and compulsory from age 5 to 15. There are 73 primary schools and 23 secondary schools of which the leading ones are St. Joseph's Convent (girls: http://oppy24.tripod.com/) and Saint Mary's College (boys https://www.facebook.com/StMarysCollegeSlu); see also Vieux Fort Comprehensive (http://vfcompre.weebly.com/) The University of the West Indies has an open campus on the island offering a range of programmes allowing students to organise their time to fit in with their employment commitments.

Famous Islanders

Sir W. Arthur Lewis - economist, Nobel laureate

Derek Alton Walcott - poet, playwright, Nobel laureate

Dame Marie Selipha Descartes DBE - BEM singer 

Llewellyn Xavier OBE - artist

Pamela Alfred - cricketer for West Indies

Johnson Charles - cricketer for West Indies

Verena Felician - cricketer for West Indies

Earl Jean - footballer, played in English and Scottish Football Leagues

Darren Sammy - cricketer for West Indies

Geography and Environment
Saint Lucia is one of the Windward Islands in the eastern Caribbean, about 175km northwest of Barbados. It is only 43.5km long and 22.5km wide, volcanic and mountainous with Mount Gimie at 950m the highest peak. The Pitons (Gros Piton is 771 m and Petit Piton is 743 m) are a World Heritage Site. The coral reefs are rich in marine species. At least 148 plant species have been recorded on Gros Piton, 97 on Petit Piton and the intervening ridge, among them eight rare tree species. The Gros Piton is home to some 27 bird species, 5 of them endemic. The climate is tropical with a dry season (Dec to May) and wet season (June to Nov). With palm-fringed beaches, unspoiled rainforest, mountains and natural waterfalls it is a tourist destination. 

History

The first inhabitants of the island are thought to have been Arawak Indians (200CE) who by 800CE were forced of the island by the Caribs. Europeans arrived from about 1500. The buccaneer Peg-Leg le-Clerc set up the first base on Pigeon Island in 1550s and the Dutch established themselves at Vieux Fort in about 1600.  In the 1600s the British tried to colonise the island and through the next two centuries contested with the French for its control. 
Being unsuccessful in training the Caribs to work their sugar plantations, the British brought in slaves from Africa. Gros Piton was a refuge to escaped slaves at some point -- the steep slopes made it an easily defensible position. In 1814 Saint Lucia became a British colony and gained full independence in 1979 but still retains a French culture evident in the arts and the Creole patois. 
Politics 

St Lucia has a Parliamentary Democracy under a Constitutional Monarch (Queen Elizabeth II) and is a member of the British Commonwealth. Dame Pearlette Louisy has been Governor-General (representative of the Monarch) since 1997. There are two Houses of Parliament: Senate (11 appointed members) and House of Assembly (17 members elected for 5 year term). The Prime Minister is Kenny Anthony (Labour Party) who was elected in 2011for the second time. The other main party is the United Workers Party.
The island is divided into 11 Quarters (Districts) each with a section of coastline except for the uninhabited inland Forest Region.

Population

The population is approx.162,800 with about 20% under 14years old. A third of the people live in the capital, Castries, with the majority living near the coast. The population is mostly black African (85%) with mixed African-European (10%) and Amerindian (Carib) being <1%. 

English is the official language with 95% speaking French Patois. The people are 90% Christian of whom two-thirds are Roman Catholic. 

Tourism
Tourism accounts for 65% of GDP but there was been a slow down since the global financial crisis of 2008 with airlines reducing flights. The island has two airports and three ports. The bus service is via privately owned minivans. The main road forms a big loop around the island, and buses stop at all the towns along the way leaving when they are full. Popular places to stay are Castries, Gros Inlet and Soufriere but the majority of visitors come as part of a cruise. 
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